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li the “Society for Propagating the Gospel, Ac.,” be the suceessor of 
1 ije Uniif’< 1 Bret hren,” wc shonld bc fonually and legally notified to 
Huit etUîf I, and likewise the résolution of requcst shonld be limier seul, If 
'vc v\« re to accédé to t.his demand williout a gronder knowledge ef lhe cir 

o o 

eumstances wc miglit be liable to a demand from the real ownor of thèse 
MSS. with wliieb the Society could not. eomply. Wc, tlioreibro, recoin 
mend liait the Society adopta Iho following résolution : 

I liai Hide'p Se!ivveinil/, be rccpiested to inform tlic Society by what 
ht the S< m • ji * i >r I * ropagatiflg, Ae., ’ demain! fVoni us tliese MSS. 

deposited by “The United Bretliren.” 

PlïILLI 


Nov. 2 ° r> 





O KO. II. IIORN, I 


Car alors. 




Notes of Refer ence Appended. 

Deposited, 1810. T ni ns» Vol. I, page 

1805. Dec. I. (Proc. Vol. X, p. 187.) I). W. Flske writes în rela¬ 

tion to the Zeis berger MSS. 

Dec. 15. (Proc. Vol. X, p. 198,) Letters read in référencé fhereto. 
Contents not given. 

fdterary Oommittee nuule a recommendation vvhicli was referred to the 
Sécréta ries to report on. 

IM»(>. bel». H). Vol. X, p. 205. The Seoretari.es reported they had 
toiiml tlwîsr MSS. noted as deposited. Asc. Tlic United Bretliren were n* 
qiicstecl lo allovv the American Pltilosophical Society to publiait t.hem. 

March 2. (Vol. X, p. 207.) Mr. PraîeyStates thaï, the United Bretliren 
desired themselves to publlsh these MSS. 

.Mardi lt>. A lctlcr from lîethlehcm in ed re read. 


The mat ter ended Micro, and nothing 
this dav. 


further appears on the minutes to 


N<>\. 2 


1883. 


Pu Hit.t es, 

< I ko. II. J loiiN. I 


t 


O tirai ors. 


Letter of Léo Lesqneveux . 

Oswald Ilccr, the cebdirated Profcssor of Zurich, was boni at Claris in 
* 8* 11 is h» l hcr wa j a dort or. Ile flrst studied t heology, and was ordained 

is niinistcr, luit atïerward.s studied medici.ne, and became interested in the 
science o t Nuinral Hislory. He lias lived al, Zurich since 1832. In I s : ; 7 
ho 'vas Professer citlier at tlic University or a,! the Polvtechnic Scliool. 

_ w 

and Director <>l tlic lh»tanica,l Garden. Ile was for a fcw vears a incm- 
bor o( thc< onnei) ot Zurich., Dut. resigned bis sont t;o be aide lo attend 
entirely to Mis studios. In 1869 Zurich received Mie eelcbrated scientlst as 
an bonorary citizen (tnember of the city Bourgeoisie). 

The letter of communication of the faillily» 29th Septeinber, says orily 
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tins : “ Prof. Dr. Oswald Ileer was called to (îod at tîio âge of 71 écart?, 

27 davs, altéra short illness. Ile died ut Lausanne on 1 lie 27111.’ Berth 
• 1 

oiid, wlio w ri tes me also on Un* 20ih, gives me a fovv details pn Ileer s luit 
duys. Il*' says : “ T corne lo be with you to déploré the loss ol your friencî 
and to sharo your sorrow. 11 «-ci* is dead, Ile was ol late very tired. In 
nrder to gel. soinc rest ho wetil lo Montreux, Huit fine vvarm place on tlie 
bord ers of the Lake of (Jeneva, wherc lu- expeeted to regain sonie strciigth 
for new works. r | here lie had aftor a few days an attaek ot bronehitis. 
WHI knmving the danger of lliat discase for a ni an advanced in y ours, lie 

O ‘Tl 

hurrîcd to his brothor at Lausanne, wliere lie died the day aller his 


arrivai.” 

ITeer had worked the whole winter beyond human forces, lo bring to a 
close the seventh. volume ot his À rôtie Flora wliioh came ont. in .Inly. i Im 
gréai Swiss exposition ot industrial produels, heh.1. at Zurich, gave him 
constant, occupation and soute exeitemcnt hy lhe mimerons visils lie re- 
ceived. The meeting of the Society ot N"at.ural History ol Swilzerland ol 
whicli lu* vvas President was also held at Zurich, increasing his work ot 
course, and loivinir him lo long and fléVOffl $ v,, r<ion. ïn his laftt letlcr, end 
of Alignât, lie w rites me Huit his task is nearly fluished, and thaï lie leels 
Huit it is tîme to close his work. 

A Swiss journal announcing the deat.li of Prof. Heer says, Huit the loss 
is irréparable, and this expression îs eclioed by many. r l la loss ol a mem- 
ber of our poor humanity is never irréparable; tirât of Ileer lias loft a 
vacant place winch vvill be unoccupied fora long lime to corne. AVhy V 
Allow me to trace a short ont lino of his caréer aa t in- mon* iining ammr 
to the question. 

I knovv Utile of the early y cars of the celehrated Professer of Zurich. 
T1 is family came fmm St. fia 11. Ile stndied llrut lheology in Zurich I be 

Üeve But thôn, prompted by his ardent love of nature, he abandoned his 

callîng tbr the study of entomology and botany. From the heginning of 
his carcan-, he look a higli standing in the world of science by the publica¬ 
tion ot a menioir ou tlio relation ot liu k insects with the plants, ••nuimu-a* 
tin g and describing a large numborot species of plants with the insects re- 
latcd to eacli by tlieir habitat, tbeir fond, tlieir mode of lilc, etc. 1 Uî had 
already given liis attention to fossil botany, wlien, in 1848, lie began to 
collect. matcrials for the préparation of a fossil Uora of Switzcrland and 
the adjoiuiug countrios. lie* weut lo work. liclpcd by most lavorabb* cir- 
cunistanccs ; by lhe vieil collections of the Muséum ot Zurich ; by i ho coin- 
luit uicat ions of nu nierons t rien dp, union g t hem I lie célébrât < al Alex. 1 » rau 11 . 
later Professorof Holany at the University of Berlin, and Directorof the 
Iiotanical Osirden ; especinlly by the resources of a rieh lady, Mrs. von 
Rumine This lady, endowed with a gréai love of science and ot admira- 

t/ ' Cy 

tion for the works of Hccr, who was already a jirofessor (*i réputation, 
opened upou hcr property near Lausanue < 11 larri<*s and tunnels for the di- 
eovery and collection ot fossil plants, matcrials wliieh W(*re sent to Zuri< I» 
by tons to be studied hy Ileer. A large pari of the spccimens figured in 
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tbe Wli i tert.iaria llchclirn came from thaï; source. One caimot, rend 
wiihoutadeep lecîi ng of admirâtion a note of Uianks written bv lïeer in 

lr 

lionor of tliat lady in tli<3 begiuning of the tliinl volume of tlnit Work. r i'li<‘ 

third volume ends tbeTertlary (Iofà of Swltzeflftsd. The work was thon 
.supposée! to bu complété, but. a. fourth volume, Flovir>Jvssilis Hclceticd was 
publidicd in H7(», conlaining descriptions and figures of plants ofthe (.'ai 
boni ferons, t,he Trias, the .lu rassie, the Crotnceous and of tbe Eoeene of 
Switzerland* This greafc work în 4to, wlth a very large nunxber of splendid 
plates, is too well known todemand description II, lias given to tlieauthor 
tbe fi rat place in the ranks of Phytopaleontologists of Oui* lime. 

A kiml of antécédent résumé of this work was already published in 18(15 
under tbe naine of Pic Uvineli dur Sc/ticdtz (the A noient World ofSwitzer 
land). It is a large P vol mue of 600 pages, splendldly illustrated by figures 
representiug fossil romains of plants and animais of the different geologica 1 
periods. The beat proofof lin* vvorth of the volume is the fa,et thaï, though 

• J 

rclating only to the paleonfology of the geologieal formations ofSwitzer* 
land, the book lias bad already threc or four édifions, and been translated 
into six different languages. 

At this tir.no Ileerwas rcquesfed hy professons and directors of muséums 
to déterminé and describo numerous collections of fossil plants, and a,s a 
result of his rese.a,relies pttblGlicd majiy separate momoirs on the plants of 
divers îoealities of Europe. Among the more important ones I mav mon* 

t The Flora of the clays of Borey Tracyy En gland (1861)* The Baltic 

jMioeeue llom . t lie Eoeene dora of Bornstaedl (1853 and 1860). TbeCrota- 

• i flora oi Moletin ; thaï of Quedlinburg (1871). The Phyllîtes creta* 
•• of Nebras » tht il flora oi Alaska, the fossil plants of Vancouver, 

contributions lo the lossil flora of Sumatra, and a nuinber of otliers, liai fa 
dozen of wuieh are mentioned in the catalogue of Keer's work by Scliini* 
per. 

During this lime Hecr was already at work on his most important pro¬ 
duction, tin* Fhra fos 18 .l/vZ/Vv/., wl.ieh, hegun in 1862, WaS lî n islied bv 

1 / 

the publication of Un* ,se\ rut h volume a, few montlis before his deatb. 

f'unsidering cmly the large niimbcr of tlu* publications of Heer, tbey 
already eonstitiite a, weightv monument as (lie resuit of the life of a, mau. 
But. Huit number îs not, tbe essenlial value. Ollier i)aleontoloirists. Brotur- 

* fcj * o 

niart, Sternberg, Unger, Goeppert, Schim])er, Bindley and 1 lutton, among 
the illustrions dead, bave left Works whicli ma,y be comparod to those of 
lleer, Ihotigh in a far redtteed <h*gree of value. Noue of theni, bowever, 
lias raised fossil botany to a liigh degree of importance in the sciontifie 
world. ftone of them nas, like Heer, ojiened new fields for the exercise 
of the minci and preparod for vegetabki palcontology an honorable place 
in t lie; domain of science enlarged hy rescarelies in Huit spécialty. 

In tbe Aretic Flora llccr lias brougbt to ligbt, for tbe polar régions of 
Groenland, Spitzberg, Sarhalifl* a subtropical \ < , gr!a!ion, attestîng, dur¬ 
ing the Tertiary period for those nortliera régions, a climate about like 
Huit of Florida and the Gui t sliores at tbe présent tinte. Ile Jia,s recog- 
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ni/(id an analogous kind of végétation in following tlie data fiirnislied b y 
reniai ns of fossil plants southward to the sliores of tlie Bal tic sea, and 
even to tbose ol tlie Meditorranean in Italy. Tliis fact of course concern- 
ing tlie distribution of plants during tlie Mioeene or Tertiary period bas 
f'orcibly inodilied tlie views formerly admitted respecting tlie physical cir 
ouinstanres wliîch bave governed tlie eartli du ring goological limes, and 
bas coinpelied pbysirîsts and geologist.s to renevv their rcsearchcs for tlie 

1 • O O 

solution of important problème concerning tbe distribution and the cause 

of beat, and changes in the température of the globe. Ileer lias descrihed 

also a Gretaeeous llora from Groenland bearing évident relation to that of 

the saine period observed in Nortli America and in Europe ; a fl ont 

lepresenting a nuniber ot types which, persisting through tlie lieras 

ot tlie more recent formations, are still présent, in the North American 

végétation of tlie présent epoch. Ile bas tbus evidenced by bis Arctic 

tlora tlie graduai development of vegctable types sinec the limes when 

tlie 11rst traces of dicot.yledonous plants are rccognizablc. Ile bas coin• 

pelled tlie admission of vegctable paleontology into tbe domain of geoî- 

°nY by tlie nmnifest déterminai ion of tbe âge of any formation from tlie 

cliarae.tr rs ot ils plants onlv. Witli only one mistakc on that subject lias 

lie hccn unjustly reproaelied, viz., bis référencéto tbe Terliary of tlirce or 

four Cretaeeous ïeaveB oi wbicb ke had mèrely poor sketches to hase lus 
détermination on. 

Tlie noble elmracterof Ileer bas greatly contributcd to give to bis works 
a degree ol autliority superior to that acquired by any paleontologïst. be- 
lore liini. Simple, modest in the bighest. degree, of a serions though con¬ 
templative mind, bis life was resumed on tho fulflllment of the dutv of 
every day. When the University of Switzerland was cstahlished at 
/uri<*b, lie had been nanied Profcssor of Natural llistory and Director of 
tlie Muséum. Ilis lectures at tho University were always followed by a 
laige numlier ot students ; so full of interest were tliey that even strangers 

j ** i O 

anc coniinon town people requosted the privilège ol' attending theni 
l< never missed an opportunity to show his deep interest in the scientific 
and moial progrès» ol tbe students. Even in bis days ot'siekness (forai! 
bis lif< lin lias had to flght against attacks of severc illness), lie gave bis 
essons iû his own room, lecturing from bis bed. Ile had 4>een called 
once hy lus eountrymen to a highly honorable position as a mcnihcrof the 
ou n cil of State ; but, lie fourni that tlie new duty required too nui ch of 
us tune, and lie gave in his résignation in order to continue wit.hout. bin* 

bis scientific pursuits. 

Whal, ( an I say more of tbe friend witli wliom l bavi* been in intimate 

le a lonship long years. Ileer United in bimself a powerful intellect, 

ram (A \\ studios, wit.li tbe siniplicity of a ch il cl and tbe conscience 

* a ! biistian. His works are tbe expression of tiie principlesof bis 
111 

I/. Lksqpeueux. 
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